CHAPTER VI
THE FRONTIER GANDHI

Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan resembles the Generalissmo
Chiang Kai-shek of China rather than the Mahatma
Gandhi of India* There is something strikingly com-
mon between the Chinese Generalissimo and the Frontier
Gandhi* They both are cut out for military leadership.
Both of them are leading an ascetic life by a supteme
effort of will. Their standard of living is at the bottom
of society* Neither of them is fond of pomp and show*
The Frontier Khan has given up even drinking tea.
Chiang Kai-shek, unlike his countrymen, takes it rarely*
Mahatma Gandhi, on the other hand, could never
. have become a great military figure. His place was in
the firmament of law and order* No wonder, he took
to non-violence. Non-violence, the handmaid of law,
came natural to him. Non-violence, on the other hand,
is not convenient to a Fathan. A Pathan is warm and
warry. His temperament has been violent since the
days of the very first invaders who crossed the Frontier
and disturbed the peace of his home and hearth. Hence,
it must have been a mighty task for youag Abdul Ghaffar
to take to the cult of non-violence. His accomplish-
ment is a supreme manifestation of will. History does
not show his parallel. Even General Chiang does
not come up to his level Chiang is a Christian*
Christianity has baptised his military spirit in a cool
shower of water* Moreover, Chiang is a Chinese* And
renunciation is a thread of Chinese philosophy* But
not so with Abdul Ghaffar Khan. He is neither a